Michael: I am sure we will have a good number of those from around the world, and I do know with people in the Maldives that will be with us, and elsewhere globally, not just in the UK 
And I think Angela said there are people in the Isle of Man as well, who might be trying to access it. 
So, very brief introduction. We are going to run for an hour and a half, is the scheduled time. Angela's prepared slides so she can speak for up to an hour, but if you do have a specific question within that, we are happy to take some of those. If it is a big answer that is needed, then we'll decant it to the… to the end. Then we have half an hour for questions, discussion, observations, or anything else.
It is the Education in Small States Research Group session that we're running today, and therefore it's an unusual topic to… but it fits, it fits. We're talking about a jurisdiction that is a small
state jurisdiction, let's say. I'm going to leave those details to Angela. A few things about Angela. Many people would know her. She's a specialist on a bigger island, and that is Sri Lanka, so a lot of her work over a very distinguished career has been about education in Sri Lanka.
and International Development broadly. Angela served on the board of the journal Comparative Education with me for decades in the past. Yeah, check her CV out to find out more details. But Angela's is Emeritus… Professor Emerita is the way you describe it …
at UCL, University College, London. And since stepping… I don't like to use the word retirement, stepping down from full-time paid employment she returned to her home island, which is the Isle of Man.
While she still is engaged in Sri Lankan research and other international development work, for the last… how many years would it be? You've been working on… has been working on the history of education in the Isle of Man.
And this presentation is about aspects of that work.
We've got Keith Lewin in the audience in person here with us today, who's Angela's husband, and many people know Keith. He's a former Director of the Centre for International Studies in Education at the University of Sussex.
So, that's all I think I want to say. I'll hand over to Angela, and you can say more details about the session itself, and we've got about an hour.
Angela 
Okay, so thank you very much, Michael, for that introduction, and thank you all for attending in person, and thank you all…  online.
So, the title of my talk this afternoon is ‘The Development of Education for All on a Small Island in the Global North’.  (SLIDE 1)
I use the term Global North rather… rather loosely, what I've been struck by, and I've been following the work of the Small States Research Group for some years now, and there's very interesting work being going on. Most of it, I think, has been focused on countries in what we might call the Global South, rather than the Global North.
So, I thought it would be quite interesting to ask questions about the development of education for all. And by ‘education for all’ here, I'm going to be specifically talking about compulsory education. I know education for all comes in many shapes and sizes, but that will be the constant theme throughout my talk.
I thought it might be interesting to learn about the history of how a small island right in the middle of the British Isles, achieved, education for all.
And the education for all I'm specifically talking about is compulsory elementary education. So, I'm not talking about, education for all in higher education, or indeed secondary education, but we can come to some of those questions in question time if you wish.
So… Just to ‘set the scene’ (SLIDE 2), so that you know where I'm coming from. I have a background, as Michael has intimated, in the discourse surrounding the Sustainable Development Goals and education for all. As many of you will know, over the past 70 years….there have been many international goals and commitments set out by the United Nations and the various United Nations organizations,  leading to commitments to increase access to education for everybody, and to increase access to quality education for everybody. Now, the Sustainable Development Goals were created in 2015, and they're designed to end poverty, protect the planet, ensure prosperity for all by 2030, which is only 4 years away. There's a lot of work to be done in those four years.
Goal 4 of the Sustainable Development Goals is specific to education for all, and it is very… it's defined very ambitiously to ensure
inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning opportunities for all. It's an ambitious goal. I'm going to be less ambitious, and I'm going to focus on access to elementary education.
Now, it's clear that in the past that the pathways followed to achieve these international goals have followed rather different trajectories, and the progress in many countries has been rather slower than hoped for.
There are at least two reasons, I think, for this. First, those who set the goals, and those who have to implement the goals and achieve the goals on the ground are often quite different groups of people. The second is that underlying commitments to education for all are political, economic, social, cultural, and technological conditions and contexts that drive forward or hold back education. And moreover, these conditions and drivers are specific to each country at any given period of time. So, what I'm going to try and do in this talk is to contextualise, over time, the development of Education for All, in one exceedingly small territory.
The second introductory comment is that I'm obviously not as familiar with all the literature on small island states, as some of you in the room are….But I've drawn out from this literature what I consider to be three very important dimensions, which facilitate and inhibit the development of education in small states. One is, often isolation of small states from other countries. A second is a dependence of small states on metropolitan centres. And the third is the dimension of scale, by which I mean small scale.
Implementing Education for All program in an exceedingly small jurisdiction, and the challenges, I think overlap with, but are also distinct from, the challenges that you face in an extremely large country.
Okay, so… (SLIDE 3) I have put this map up because I think that the terminology of the British Isles, it may be familiar to those of us who were brought up somewhere in the British Isles and live full-time in the British Isles. But I think that if you are from outside the British Isles, it must be very confusing sometimes when you hear the words used to describe where we live.
If we look first at the outside boundary, the red line. This encompasses the whole of the British Isles. It encompasses the Republic of Ireland, Northern Ireland, Scotland, and all of Scotland's islands. It includes the Isle of Man, here in the middle. Right in the middle of the British Isles. It includes the Channel Islands down here, of which there are four, Jersey, Guernsey, Alderney, and Sark. Now, this map is taken from Encyclopaedia Britannica, and unfortunately, whoever drew the map forgot to bring a little sort of U-shape down here. to include the Channel Islands, because they are close to France, and they have been missed out. But anyway, if there is anyone really clever with maps in the room, and would like to, modify this slide for me, I would be grateful. 
Angela continues Okay, look at the next boundary, which is the black boundary. Now, this is… that is the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. And currently, that includes Northern Ireland; It includes Scotland, England, Wales. But it excludes the Republic of Ireland, which gained independence around a hundred years ago. But it excludes the Isle of Man and the Channel Islands. 
If we then go to the purple line, Great Britain, that just covers… Scotland, England, and Wales. But it excludes Northern Ireland, and it excludes the Isle of Man and the Channel Islands…….
You may be surprised to know that the British Isles as a whole comprises six thousand islands, of which, two hundred are inhabited. And many of those two hundred are up here in the Western isles of Scotland and dotted around off the West Coast of Ireland…. That fact - 200 inhabited islands - surprised me. The British Isles is an ocean of islands, really. 
The final preliminary comment is to take you now to that exceedingly small island in the middle of the British Isles, which is the Isle of Man. (SLIDE 4) The Isle of Man is actually… it is not just one island, it's two islands. We have got the Isle of Man, and we have got down here a tiny island, one mile square, called the Calf of Man. And that is important for the history of education, because in the 19th century, there used to be families living on that island, looking after the two lighthouses on the island. It is a difficult, rocky part of the coast. There were two lighthouses installed in the 19th century. The lighthouse keepers’ families lived on the island, and they home-schooled their children, or did not. I have been looking at some of the census information, and it is quite interesting. You can have two families, living in the two lighthouse keepers' houses, living fifty yards apart, and one family is being homeschooled, and the other family, for whatever reason, is not being homeschooled. So that is just a minor detail. 
The island itself is thirty miles long, and twelve miles wide at the widest point. You may think, oh, that is really a small island. Well, it is 220 square miles. When you are living there, it seems big. Very big. There is lots to do. In terms of the history, the first capital was over here on the West, in a place called Peel. The second capital, it moved to Castletown. And the current capital, with its big, sort of, urban conurbation, Douglas, I say big, by Bristol standards, tiny, but by our standards, large. 
Michael interjects Where's your house? 
AL interjects Well, I was brought up down here in the little fishing port, Port St. Mary; but now Keith and I live here in Peel, away from the urban centre.
So… so that's a little bit of background, but also the important thing is to say that Jeffrey Baldacchino, you know, he's done excellent work on small island states, and he's come up with a taxonomy of, different types of small island states, and one category is called a subnational island jurisdiction, and the Isle of Man features in his book as a subnational island jurisdiction. What he is referring to there is… I do not actually like the term subnational, because I do not think we really are below the United Kingdom ……There are two areas of life and work and budget, which are controlled from London, and this is for historical reasons. One is everything to do with defence of the island, and the other is to do with foreign relations, international relations. Otherwise, the education system, the health system, the social security system, all the social welfare systems, the taxation system, the legal system, the monetary system are all independent. So, we have our own money, we have our own laws, of our own education, our own health, and our own taxes, and we are basically self-sufficient, apart from defence and international relations. 
Interjection from the floor And the Channel Islands operate on the same basis? 
AL responds They do, as I understand it, although there are some differences in the way that the fiscal autonomy works, I think. You may know more about that than I do. 
So, the other thing to say, though, about the island is that long ago, going back to the 15th century, the Isle of Man was a feudal colony. If we go back to feudal times in English history, it was the practice of the incumbent king or queen of England to allocate property and land to their favoured and loyal servants. So, if somebody stepped forward with their own army and fought for England, on behalf of the king or the queen, and assuming they had won, then they got a big prize. And it was the Stanley family and the Earls of Derby, who back in the 1400s, were basically given the Isle of Man to run as their own private colony. They could raise taxes, and they raised a lot of taxes. They claimed ownership of pretty much all the land…. Things changed over time, of course. So that is a little bit of this background. Let me move on.
I am going to try, in the next 40 minutes or so, address five questions. Some of them are quick to answer, some of them I need to go into more depth. (SLIDE 5) 
The first one, so when did the islands of the British Isles introduce compulsory education? So, I will do a very quick descriptive overview of the different territories of the British Isles and answer that question. Then we will go into more depth on the Isle of Man. What were the major milestones in the Isle of Man's journey in compulsory elementary education? Thirdly, what and who were the underlying drivers of compulsory education, and what were the implementation challenges? Fourthly, did the 1872 Isle of Man Education Act have an impact on educational participation? And finally, were the underlying drivers of compulsory education on the Isle of Moon similar to or different from.
 those in the other islands, both large and small. So, I am trying to draw out, trying to understand whether… whether there was anything really distinctive about the trajectory towards compulsory education on the Isle of Man, as compared with the other parts of the British Isles.
(SLIDE 6) Okay, so, when did the islands of the British Isles introduce compulsory education? I started, at the top, along with the Isle of Man, Jersey and Guernsey, they are exceedingly small territories… then England, Wales, Scotland, Ireland. You can see the enormous difference in terms of the size of the islands.
I know there is a lot of debate in the small states literature about how you actually define smallness. Well, you can see here, one of them is to do with surface area. Isle of Man is 221 square miles, Jersey and Guernsey are considerably smaller, very tiny islands. And Alderney and Sark for this purpose, are linked with the Guernsey data. England, obviously, is the dominant island in terms of size, 51,000square miles, Wales, 8,000. Scotland, 31,000 very big, including all those islands off the West coast. And Ireland, 32,000, square miles…that is the North, and the Republic taken together.
Now, the population in 1851, there were radical differences between them. Isle of Man and Jersey were remarkably similar, actually, with around 52 to 57,000. Guernsey was much smaller, 16,000. England, 16.8 million, Wales, 1.1 million, Scotland, 2.9 million, and Ireland, 6.5. Now, during the 19th century, or the second half of the 19th century, those figures change a lot, except on the Isle of Man. And the Isle of Man population remained very stagnant during the second half of the 19th century.
And you might think, well, that is curious. Why should that be? I mean, in England, the population, was heading on for a doubling by the end of the century. Wales increased by about 60%, Scotland increased by about 50%, Ireland decreased massively because of the potato famine…, and massive migration from Ireland to North America. There was massive migration, too, from the Isle of Man to North America, to Australia and to New Zealand. And people were migrating, not so much because of the potato famine, although it did affect the Manx population to a degree. People were driven… there was one group, a small group who were very entrepreneurial, and they wanted to seek their fortune, and off they went. Other groups also wanted… did not want to seek a fortune, they wanted to seek a way of life, and they were very poor, usually rural farmers, who could not eke out an existence, who…sold all their belongings and saved what they could for a boat ticket. On the morning they were due to go down to Douglas to catch the boat they and often just walked out of the farm cottage, leaving everything  behind. And you can still see there are still…some cottages on the island where you can walk in, and you can see kitchen implements still left on the windowsills. The roof has long since gone. So, there was a lot of migration, particularly from the north of the island. Many small farmers migrated, and off they went to North America in search of their fortune. My ancestors actually also went to Australia first in search of…gold and did not do too well and found their way back. Then decided  they would try and seek their fortune in North America, left they went to Cleveland, spent 10 years there, and then, one of the children got very, very sick, and they decided that the air pollution was just not doing her chest very, very good. And off they came back to the island, which is basically how I am still connected with the island. So…
When was the transition from the church control of education to the state? Because that is a common theme that you will find not only in the British Isles, but across the whole of Europe, with the transition of control of education from church to state. When was that happening in the British Isles?
Well, it was beginning to happen in the Isle of Man in 1851, but it happened in a substantial way in 1872 Jersey, it did not happen until rather later, 1899, and Guernsey, 1900.
In England, it is… it started around 1833. This was the first date when the government used central government revenues in England to contribute to the development of education, but they did not do it directly. They did it via non-governmental organizations, but organizations that were attached to one religion or another, and I will say something more about that. But by 1870, they decided that those organizations were not actually… they were doing a huge amount, but they were not implementing compulsory education for all. They were not expanding educational opportunities fast enough.
So, state control of education was introduced in England in 1870, and Wales followed at the same time as England; Scotland, 1872, and Ireland was 1831. IHaven't got time to go into the detail of Ireland. The Ireland story really is a very distinctive story within the British Isles, distinctive for reasons of its early colonization by England, and distinctive for its Irish language and its Catholic religion. It is a quite different story to tell.
Now, about compulsory education legislation. Well, the Isle of Man first brought in legislation as early as 1672, and I will say something more about how and why that happened. There was another, legislative Act coming from the Church. It was an ecclesiastical act in 1703. demanding that all parents should send their children to school, and the word ‘children’ was used, and some historians interpret that as boys and girls. It is not clear to me that it is boys and girls, but we will see later on that girls by the 19th century were very much on the par with the boys. So, some girls were certainly enrolled in the early days.
Jersey and Guernsey, however, did not bring in that legislation until much later, and they brought it in basically because they were told by England, they had to bring it in, if they were to continue to receive domestic revenue from England. So, it was very much a kind of conditional aid situation. If you don't introduce it, then we stop your money, and we also stop the movements or the annual inspections that our inspectors, Her Majesty's Inspectors, will make of your schools, and both Jersey and Guernsey valued that, those inspections, so they had to fall into line. England.
Now, you will see, Isle of Man, 1672, 1703, 1872, England came…. 8 years later, in 1880.
Many assume…. that in the 19th century, everything that was done in England was then followed and emulated and copied on the Isle of Man. It is not the case. Wales, of course, was the same as England, 1880. Scotland's an interesting story. In 1494, the first legislation was brought in on compulsory education, but it was a restricted compulsory education. It was compulsory for the sons of the Scottish barons who owned the land. And it was felt necessary that the sons who were going to inherit the land and manage the estates needed to understand more about law. And so, they were compelled to attend school, but there was no compulsion on anybody else. There was more legislation in Scotland brought in the 1600s, and every parish in Scotland was compelled to establish a parish school. They did not say everyone's… every child's got to go to that school, they just said every parish has got to have a school. But finally, by 1872, the same year as the island here, the Isle of Man. Scotland brought in legislation that said that every child aged, it was 5 to 12, has to go to school. And then Ireland brought in the legislation only in 1892.
However, fee-free elementary education, you know, in the… in the international literature on education for all, often the international commitments, and many of the national commitments commit to providing education without charging fees. Well, fee-free elementary education, was brought in on the Isle of Man in 1892, Jersey 1894, Guernsey 1904, England 1891. This is an example of the Isle of Man following England, because England brought it in, and the legislation was amended very quickly on the Isle of Man, to follow suit. In that case, it was a straight copy of what England was doing. England and Wales were the same year. Scotland, 1890. Ireland, 1831. Fee-free elementary education was brought in at a much earlier stage than any of the other British Islands. And I will have to go into that in detail in discussion if you wish me to.
Okay, so that is a very simple and quick overview. (SLIDE 7) Let us… start to drill down now on the case study of the Isle of Man itself, and to ask what were the major milestones in the Isle of Man's journey towards compulsory education?
Well, going back to the 1600s, when that order was proclaimed, parish schools were established everywhere across the island. I will say something more about that in a moment.
In 1703 there was an ecclesiastical act on compulsory education. And from this point on, teachers had to be licensed by the bishop. The bishop at the time did not want schools to be held in the churches, which had been the practice in the 1600s. The bishop did not want all these small kids running around in the church and perhaps fiddling with what they should not be fiddling with, so he wanted separate, very simple buildings. These schools were built very close to the church. 
In the 1700s, there were a number of funding challenges which were overcome in diverse ways. The mid-1770s was a significant moment, as far as I am concerned, in terms of the Manx language. As we will hear in a moment, when the schools were established in the 1600s, English was the medium of instruction, at a time when hardly anybody on the island spoke or understood English. So, one of the bishops in the mid-1770s thought, this is wrong, we really should be transacting our education, or that's modern language. What we should be doing is training young people in their religious knowledge, through the medium of notes, not through English, and he set about getting enough texts and materials available for that purpose, but it only lasted about 20 years. When the next bishop came, he said, no, no, no, he wants to go back to English.
Interjection from the floor So all church services and everything would have been in English, not Manx? 
AL continues No, that is a good question. The church, the priests were supposed to do their sermons in English, but, you know, the mass population were just sitting there, could not understand a thing of what was going on. So, the, so the services were… were often led… there was much 'extemporisation’ going on. So, the… the clergyman would have… he would have religious texts and prayers in English, and he might read out a bit of that, but then he would have to translate it. correctly or incorrectly, into Manx. So, it was a real mix in the church, but as far as the schools were concerned, I cannot imagine what was actually going on in the school. There must have been a lot of extemporisations going on. But the official line was, English is the medium of instruction. But the church was much more, flexible, because you imagine who was coming to church? Well, whole families were coming to church. There was no way you were going to teach your 60- and 70-year-old grandparents, to… to teach them to learn English for the purpose of understanding the sermon.
1850s … the early part of the 19th century, there was a diversification of provision. The parish schools continued, but there were new types of schools coming in, and I will describe those in a moment. In the middle of the century, there was a survey of schools undertaken, partly, as a result of an invitation from the incumbent bishop.
But also because the English government, at that time, had just set up Her Majesty’s Inspectorate. They had set that up because, as I mentioned before, from 1833, the English government started to give money to schools run by NGOs, to expand educational provision. And because they were giving money, they wanted accountability. So, they set up the inspectorate, and the inspectors started to go in to those schools. And that included sending over an inspector in 1847….to have a look around the Isle of Man, and to have a look at the status of education on the Isle of Man. And it was an especially important, turning point for Manx education.
That has actually led to the 1851 Education Act, about which I will say a bit more in a moment. By 1862, the island had fallen in line with England in the use of the payment by results system. Now, I don't know if you all are familiar with payment by results, and whether everyone online is familiar with what this refers to, but it was, if you like, a 19th century form of modern-day accountability, and so grants were given to schools dependent on the performance of the children in tests of reading, writing, and ‘rithmetic,  , what we call the three R's. 
Then, by 1872, there was the Isle of Man Elementary Education Act, which was, very important, and that led to compulsory education again, and I call the reintroduction of compulsory education, because, of course, officially on the statute books, in principle, perhaps if not in practice, compulsory education had been there since 1672. So those are the main milestones for the Isle of the Manx story..
Right, so let us go into a little bit more detail. (SLIDE 8) So, the underlying drivers and the context, the political context, the economic context of compulsory education on the Isle of Man, and the implementation challenges that were faced.
The developments, and they were very radical developments in the 1600s, were very much driven by one man, by the name of Isaac Barrow. Now, some of you may know the name Isaac Barrow from the science world. Isaac Barrow had a nephew called Isaac Barrow, who was the famous Cambridge Mathematician  Anyway, this (pointing slide 8) was the bishop, the uncle. Now, Isaac Barrow, he was, a Royalist. He, he was a high Anglican, and he was chosen to go to the Isle of Man at the point when Charles II was installed as king after the English Civil War. So, the English Civil War lasted approximately 20 years. Charles I was dethroned, and Cromwell and the new Parliament came into being, and then the Parliament was overturned, and Charles II was restored. When the crown was restored the Isle of Man was in a slightly difficult position. The Lord of Man, the Earl of Derby, who was the feudal overlord of the island, had fought on the side of the king. He was a royalist. But he had lost or been involved in the battle and had been executed in 1851, at which point, a Manxman called Illiam Dhone, or William the Brown, he began…to side with the parliamentary forces, and was doing deals that kind of suggested that maybe Cromwell and his men would be acceptable on the island. 
Eventually, it is a long story, but there was basically a Manx rebellion against the English crown. So, when eventually the English crown was restored, of course, it was felt by some that the Isle of Man was a very rebellious place.
And it was felt that the Isle of Man people speak Manx. What we have got to do is get rid of this language, which is a rebellious language, and we have to bring them in line with England. We have to Anglicise them in terms of religion and in terms of language.
And that's why Bishop Barrow was chosen, and he came to the island, and he set up this parish school system, and he said the reading of instruction must be in English.
Now, I do not know what people must have thought about this, because nobody (except officials) spoke English. Manx was an oral language. It was not a written language. So, there were no religious texts available in the Manx language. There were no religious texts that you could bring into the schools in Manx and teach literacy in the Manx language. Really difficult. Anyway…. that is what happened.
The man on the right (of the slide 8), Bishop Wilson, he is often revered as the greatest bishop on the island. In terms of education, I actually think Isaac Barrow, was the real, champion of education, but Bishop Wilson, took on the work. He did not try to change the issue about English medium, but what he did do was to start to get the Bible translated into the Manx language. And he began a project, whereby I think he took the Gospel of Matthew, and, well, he wasn't a fluent speaker himself, he learned a lot, but he was helped  by two clergymen to start the translation of the Bible into Manx.
He faced a lot of problems in the implementation through the early part of the 1700s. In fact, through the whole of the 1700s, and right up to probably the ……. the late 19th century, the money available to pay the teachers was always insufficient. The teachers were always struggling ….to eke out an existence. They often took on several jobs in order to earn money or to earn food, to keep themselves and their families alive. And Wilson, he did struggle a lot with that.
(SLIDE 9) So…Funding…. How do you get the money together to fund an ambitious plan like compulsory education? How did Bishop Barrow, when he was starting out, he says, I want a school in every parish, and I want…every child to attend school and learn their religious knowledge, because that is what education was about, the learning of religion.
Barrow had many friends in England, so he wrote to them all. Most of them were other bishops or archbishops….and said, look, I am trying to do something quite radical on the island. I am setting up all these parish schools, and I would like you to contribute some funding..
So, here we have (SLIDE 9 again). .this is actually a list of all the benefactors. You cannot read this, and you do not need to read this, but every single person from 16… in 1670 who contributed money to this fund. And the fund totalled £1,041. They are all listed there. And at the top of the list, perhaps not surprisingly, is the Most Reverend Father in God, Gilbert Sheldon, Lord Archbishop of Canterbury, and he gave £50. Then the Most Reverend Father in God, Richard Stern, Lord Archbishop of York, he gave £30. Now, I went back to this list, and I wondered whether the Bishop of Bristol would appear on this list. And he does not appear.
Just why every other bishop is there, and I am wondering, why …. did the Bishop of Bristol not reply? I then did a little bit of research on the Bishop of Bristol in 1670, and I discovered, and I cannot remember their names now, but one of them had just retired at the beginning of 1670, and they did not have a new incumbent, until the end of 1670. The money was raised between the beginning and end of those years, so there was no one in place to make a generous donation of 20 or 30 pounds. Anyway, I thought that was perhaps just a little bit of local interest.
Bishop Barrow was not only the bishop. While he was there, he was appointed as the governor. Throughout the history of the island, there has always been a bishop and a governor, but Barrow was both. Now, you can imagine how much power was then concentrated in the hands of this one man. He was also very clever with money, and what he did was he raised these thousand pounds, and with those thousand pounds he had done a deal with the Earl of Derby, the Lord of Man. Now, the Lord of Man had rights to the, what were called the tithes. The tithes were the taxes; the local land taxes.
And he did this deal with the Lord, and he said, well, perhaps I could take out a lease. on your taxes. And so…he took out, and I cannot really believe how and why he did this. Well, I can understand why he did it, but I cannot understand how he did it. He took out a 10,000-year lease. He bought a lease for a thousand pounds, and it meant that, from then on, he would actually get some of the tax money from the Lord. And this would be a sustainable source of funding. We are always talking about sustainability these days, and the sustainability of funding is a key aspect of keeping education on the road and developing. And it was a really early example of what he thought would be sustainable funding.
What he did not count on was that when the Derby line of Lords petered out because there was no male heir to inherit the title. The Isle of Man passed to a distant cousin in a different family. The Athols, the Dukes of Athol. And they did not honour the previous agreement. They thought they should keep all the money (the tithes) and not pass any of it at all to the bishop (for education). So, there were several years of, you know, there was just no money coming in at all. It took years and years, a lot of legal wrangling, years and years to sort that out, but eventually they got it back on track…,  
So, let us go to the next milestone (SLIDE 10), the first part of the 19th century on the Isle of Man and the introduction of monItorial schools.
Now, there were two… I mentioned that there were two non-governmental organizations that were promoting, education. What they were doing was promoting their form of religious education. The first one, the National Society for Promoting the Education of the Poor in the Principles of the Established Church in England and Wales. This was known as the National Society, and they set up what came to be known as National Schools. Now, a lot of people I know think national schools means government schools, and it might do in today's parlance, but not in the early 19th century. They were the schools associated with this national society that was trying to promote Anglicanism in the schools that they set up. The other group was called the British and Foreign School Society for the Education of the Labouring and Manufacturing Classes of Society of Every Religious Persuasion. And these were sometimes known as the Lancaster schools, or the, the Lancasterian schools…. (I often try and memorize these two titles, and do not put them up on the screen, but I had to put them… I have been talking about them for years, and I can never remember). But you can see in both cases This was not education for the middle classes or education for the rich. These were different strata of education, about which I am not going to say anything in this seminar. But this second society was established by, a Quaker called Lancaster He was a nonconformist, and he… he admitted, children of every religious background in his school, Whereas the National Society, they were prepared to admit children of every religious persuasion, but once they were in, they had to be, if you like, converted to Anglicanism. These were the two main powerful societies, and in a perverse sort of way, although they had a lot of differences with each other, their rivalry contributed, to the expansion of education, because they were both very, very active societies, trying to set up schools, going around the area, trying to bring children in, and that way actually expanded education access.
And they were using the monitorial method of education (SLIDE 10) (Pointing to SLIDE 10) What age do you think this lad is? 
Interjection from the floor twelve. 12, yes. He could be 12 or 13. And these lads could be 9 or 10. And basically, there would be one master or one mistress in a school, and he or she would train the top layer of students, in some reading skill, or some exercise or practice in reading or in writing. This is a writing exercise. And then the school would be divided up into small groups, and one monitor would be sent to that group, another monitor to this group, and another monitor there. So, the master in charge was not actually doing any of the direct teaching. They were teaching the monitors, and then he was supervising the monitors to teach.
Now, what is interesting about this method, and it was… it became very widespread in England, in Wales, in the Isle of Man. I am not sure about the Irish story. Scotland said no, they do not want this method. They went on their own… their own way. . But the method… that was used by the National Society was imported from India from Madras, in the presidency of Madras. There was, a reverend there, a religious man called the Reverend Andrew Bell and he was in charge of what was called an asylum. Now, the asylum was actually an orphanage, for children, boys, of basically Indian women and men who were working with, perhaps, in the armed service… in the armies of the East India Company at the time. And Bell travelled around the area in Tamil Nadu, and he was very struck by what he called Indigenous learning and Indigenous education. He was very struck by what he perceived to be the ability of just slightly older children teaching younger children a particular kind of skill. And he incorporated this principle into how he set up the asylum school. He claimed it was so successful. He wrote a book called ‘An Experiment in Education’. He came back to England for reasons of ill health. He then became the champion of the National Society, who adopted his methods, developed them, and then they were extended. And I find this, you know, often we are talking about where do education ideas and practices come from, from the North to the South, from the South to the North, you know, colonial practices….Exported, imported, all of that. We're all kind of very interested in that general area, and here's an example of a practice that was widely implemented in the British Isles, or most of the British Isles, that originated in the ideas of, admittedly, a Scotsman who was working in Madras, but based on his observations of Indigenous learning in India, which I think is interesting. 
Interjection from Michael: Just glancing at the time, with plenty of time, there is no rush, but, you know, it depends how much more you have got, but we can go for another 15 minutes if necessary, but maximum. 
Yes. Often the schools were separate. In the urban areas in London, there would be separate boys’ and girls' schools. In smaller settlements, they would be mixed. Yes. Okay, I will… I will move on then.
(SLIDE 11) Okay, so by 1851, with legislation brought in and new practices This was the first time that a local parish tax on the island was exerted, I am sorry, exacted for the building of new schools and extending schools. The taxes were used to provide accommodation for teachers. For the first time ever, taxes were used to provide a very modest, small pension for retired teachers, and from this time, 1851, again, importing a practice and a strong recommendation from England, a new pupil-teacher system was established to replace the monitorial system. This is where children at the age 13 could learn on the job to be a teacher. They would have a five-year apprenticeship. They could then go on to teacher training college if they lived in England. If they lived in the Isle of Man, they had to cross the water and go to teacher training college, and many of them who were qualified to do that chose not to do that, unfortunately…….
So, that was an important milestone.
(SLIDE 12) On the island, by the mid-19th century, the economic and political context was changing. Nothing really directly to do with education. (pointing to slide) The fishing industry, the top left there, was doing very well. In the middle, we have… this is a picture of the Laxey wheel. This was a wheel that pumped water out of the zinc and lead mines. Quarrying was a really dynamic part of the primary economy at that time. In the north, agriculture was doing quite well. There are very flat arable lands to the north of the island. Steamships had started to arrive here, in Douglas, which was on the point of becoming the capital. Sailing… lots of sailing ships, obviously, still around. 
Interjection from the floor. It had a better harbour than the previous capital? 
AL Yes, yes, it did. And then here (pointing to Slide 12), we have the take-off of tourism.
From the 1860s, 1870s. And these are a couple of ships, paddle… steam paddle ships, arriving in Douglas. And tourism really became the mainstay of the economy.  Then, (SLIDE 13) a really key factor, not economic, but political, was electoral reform. And this is a really important part of more or less every country's story with progress towards education for all of them. We had a parliament; we still claim that we have got the longest surviving continuous parliament in the world. Going back to the 10th century, established by the Vikings. It has been continuous. We have had that Parliament. We have had law after law after law made, but it was not a very democratic parliament. It was not representative of the people. The law was changed in the 1860s to bring in the idea that every member of Parliament had to be elected by the people. Not all the people, it was only by men and by men of a certain class, with a certain income level, as was the case in England.. But political reform did come. These two chaps Faragher and James Brown. These were media moguls. They, they, they both ran powerful newspapers on the Isle of Man. Faragher was the editor of the Manx Herald and James Brown, of the Isle of Man Times. They were both agitating for political reform. 
Into all of this agitation alive this young man, Henry Locke…of Scotland. He was appointed as the governor in 1863, and he has got an interesting background, but he had… he was a moderniser. Governors come in all shapes and sizes…some of them were very, very conservative, and some of them wanted change. And this was one of the governors who wanted change.
(SLIDE 14) Another driver, another contextual factor that is really important when we are talking about islands is the weather. Now … you might think that is a bit obtuse when we are talking about education, but actually, I think it is an important part of the Isle of Man story. This (pointing to slide) is Douglas Harbour. Islands are subject to bad storms and wind and rain, but islands are particularly subject to unbelievably bad weather….… If you want a break water, to help ships to enter your harbour, it needs to be, a strong breakwater. There had been several storms. This (pointing to Slide 14) was what was called the Abernathy Breakwater. It was built… built of timber. Next storm came. This (pointing to Slide 14) is looking at the bridge from the other direction. This is an etching. Next storm came, that is the Abernathy Breakwater, completely destroyed again.
So, what this new young governor did, it is very clever, the… He negotiated behind the scenes with, the English government. And he said, look, if I am going to do anything with this island, in terms of my future vision of where its development lies, I have to have a decent harbour. And to build a decent harbour, I have to have control of financing them Up until that time, any surplus revenue that the island generated went straight away to London. The island retained no control over its surplus revenue. So, he said, well, look, I know you really want to get this political reform, electoral reform, moving. I will kind of do a deal. If you can… if you'll let me have access to this surplus revenue every year, and I will decide how to use that revenue, then we'll get the Isle of Man looking a little bit more modern, a little bit more aligned with England in terms of how its democracy works.
 He used that surplus revenue to build harbours, to build roads, to build railways, to improve water and sanitation, all the kind of development sectors that we talk about, and he used it to set aside money to put the Isle of Man education system on secure footing. So, he was a man who had...a development objective. I mean, he probably would not have said, ‘this is my development strategy,’ …. it may not have been the language in that day, those days, but it was an integrated vision that involved several sectors, and education, I think, benefitted from his intervention. 
Okay, there was something else going on in the world at this time (SLIDE 15). England was getting very, very… well, some politicians, and particularly industrialists in England, were getting very agitated by what they perceived to be going on across the water in Europe, particularly in Germany. Germany became a federation in 1871. Up until that time, some parts of Germany had started to industrialize and were becoming especially important, highly successful economically. This (pointing to a slide) is just one image of a steam locomotive factory in Germany in the 1870s. And what I wanted to show you was just a section of that painting...there are eight horses here (pointing to slide) drawing, pulling behind them, a steam locomotive engine, which had just been completed in this huge factory, which was building steam locomotives. 
That is just a tiny example of what was going on across the water. And then politicians and educators also began to comment on the fact that parts of Germany, like…. Prussia had actually had free compulsory education since the middle of the 1700s…. that Prussia had been promoting compulsory education, free compulsory education for one hundred years, at least before England had. So, people were sitting up and thinking, hmm, maybe there is a correlation here, maybe it is more than correlation, maybe it is causation. So that was beginning to drive how some of the (English) industrialists were thinking about education.
Michael: 5 minutes, I think. Five minutes.  
AL Okay. So… I will probably just… Say something about the debate which surrounded the introduction of the 1872 Act. Now, England… the island was picking up on a lot of the debate that was going on in England at this time, and some of that debate was finding its way into the newspapers. Of course, it was only really the people who read the newspapers who would have been influenced by that debate, the common person in the Isle of Man. would not have been reading those newspapers, I do not think. But in the debate… and it took a long time for the act to come through. The governor actually wanted the Isle of Man to be ahead of England in terms of getting its legislation through, but he had met a lot of unexpected resistance.
(SLIDE 16) One was to do with compulsory education. Now, you can imagine…. one of the major groups who resisted the idea of compulsory education were he farmers, the large farmers, because the large farmers had access to child labour for their farms, and they were not interested in all these children being educated.. The farmers were listened to, and modifications were made (to the legislative clauses)
The non-conformists, that is the non-Anglicans on the island, and these were largely those who followed the Methodist religion, they were for compulsory education, but they were not for the compulsory education that was being promoted, which was Anglicanism. The nonconformists were not prepared to pay any extra tax for an education that promoted a religion that was not their religion.
So, they said (and I quote from the newspaper), 
what on earth should have induced the Lieutenant Governor to suppose that four-fifths of the inhabitants would receive in school what four-fifths of the inhabitants do not believe? Verily, the governor must think that the dwellers in Man have singularly soft heads, something akin to boiled turnips.
So, there was a lot of to and fro, a lot of argument, but eventually, compulsory education was enacted (SLIDE 17) …It is interesting that the only aspect of curriculum debated was religion. Nothing about history, nothing about language, nothing about social studies, or any of those things that we would debate today. It was all about religion. Whose religion? So, Bible teaching became the practice, but it was Bible teaching that was non-denominational. And every parish had to introduce local rates (i.e. taxes) to supplement the central government funding. By central government here, I am talking about the central island of non-government funding. Along with fees, which parents paid for the education.
 (SLIDE18) I will just go to the final question now……….
I have given you a little bit of history of what was going on in the Isle of Man. Was it basically fundamentally the same, or was it different, to what is going on in the other parts of the British Isles? Well, in terms of size and population, you know, the best comparators for the Isle of Man are Jersey and Guernsey. And there was not really much that I could detect that was similar that was going on in the three small islands. They had similar rural, agricultural, fishing-based economies. They had quite different histories going back in time. Channel Islands were very much linked to Normandy and French history; the Island Man to the Vikings….and very different background histories. They have rather different demographies. They had… the three of them shared legislative autonomy….in principle. They all had a high degree of independence. In principle, they had their own governments, in principle. But I think that in the Isle of Man, they… utilised that legislative autonomy in a way that the Channel Islands did not. The Channel Islands really had to be kind of nudged into adopting compulsory -education by England, and that did not happen on the Isle of Man. 
In terms of the large islands that surrounded the Isle of Man, what were the drivers going on in England, in Scotland, in Wales? To a slight degree in Northern Ireland, and a little bit in the Republic. Urbanisation was an issue…. rural-urban migration was leading to a growth of populations in towns, along with an increase in crime in town areas. Surely it was much better to get these kids, all of the kids, into school, rather than having them roaming around, making mischief in towns. That was part of the thinking.
(Then there was the notion) of ‘Educate our new masters’. Now, that refers to the changes in the English electoral system, whereby the franchise, which is the ability to vote for your members of parliament. had been introduced early on in England, in 1833. It was a limited franchise. It was extended again in 1867.
And the politicians who had resisted the expansion of the franchise, … once they realized that that legislation was going to go through, they changed their tune and said, okay, then we're going to have all these working-class people voting for us…It's about time we educated our future masters. In terms of numbers, the working classes would have vast numbers of votes, and so it was important that we actually civilized them and educated them to vote in the right way in the future. So, the expression we must ‘educate our masters’’ was part of the discourse…. that was flowing across to the island, and it sat very nicely with the electoral reform that we had on the island. And then the issue of who should control education, basically, should it be the Anglicans or non-Anglicans? That was the issue on the Isle of Man, which was definitely the issue in England, it was the issue in Wales. It was not the issue in Scotland, but I have not got time to talk about that just now.
So, what was the… what was distinctive about the development of education, compulsory education, on the Isle of Man? Well, I think I have shown you that there was a historical precedent, and although, obviously, not everybody did go to school just because you have legislation, there was precedent that legislators in the future could cling on to and latch onto. And indeed, the HMI, the Her Majesty's inspectors who were coming across to the island, were extremely impressed by the fact that there was already some legislation in place that could be built on to create new legislation.
The island utilized its legislative autonomy. And it was able to do this for reasons of its isolation. Basically, it was so far away from London. It was so far away from anywhere, sat in the middle of the sea. It is often just referred to as the lot in the middle of the sea. Nobody cared …. It was not a place that was going to rise up and challenge what was going on in England or Scotland. It was isolated. People (in London) did not really notice the Island. 
Obviously, it was important to people who live on the island, but certainly unimportant to London. So, they let things develop.
In terms of that third dimension, I spoke about isolation, scale, and dependence. I like to use the term ‘selective dependence’ and ‘selective independence’, because the island used its legislative autonomy to decide which aspects of English practice, particularly, it was prepared to be dependent on. It saw some utility in that, and which aspects, it wished to be independent from. So, for example, selective dependence, now, we had the pupil teacher training system, where teachers were trained on the job, in school. They could then apply for, at the age of eighteen, what was called the Queen's Scholarship. This was during the time of Queen Victoria. If they won a scholarship, they could then go to England, for further teacher training. There was no facility available on the Isle of Man because it was so small. there was no facility there. So, they stuck with that, and they stuck with the idea of pupil standards (set in England). 
But in terms of independence, they decided that although England was not going to introduce compulsory education in 1870, the Isle of Man decided they wanted to. I would not say the Isle of Man, but the Parliament at the time, and particularly the Governor, decided they wanted to do that. They, they set up a system of every parish had to have an elected school committee. England did not have that at that time. They brought in mandatory local rates for every parish. England did not at that time. They held onto religious instruction. In England, eventually, when the 1870 and then the 1880 Act came through, they said that, instruction should be secular, there should be no religious instruction, unless a school or local committee particularly decided. And the funding arrangements on the island were quite different from the funding arrangements, in England. So…I can see some similarities with the drivers in the larger islands of the British Isles. I have not found many similarities with small islands in this particular story (of the British Isles), but I will finish there. 
Thank you. (SLIDE 19)
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